
COURSE SCHEDULE |  WRITING FOR THE PUBLIC |  SUMMER 2015 
 

Homework is due by the indicated deadline or the beginning of the following class period. Unless otherwise noted, 
all readings can be found on our course blog. Asterisks indicate days when major projects are due for final grade. 
 
 
WEEK 1 
 
MONDAY, MAY 11 |  Course introductions and syllabus overview. What do we include in the category 

of “writing that serves the public interest”? What—and who—are publics? 
Introduce class and labor at the university as our course theme. 

 
Homework & Readings:  
 
Bowdon, Melody, and J. Blake Scott. “A Rhetorical Toolbox for Technical and Professional 
Communication.” Service Learning in Technical and Professional Communication. New York: Longman, 
2002: 28–53. Print. [CourseWeb] 
 
Grabill, Jeff. “The Work of Rhetoric in the Common Places: An Essay on Rhetorical Methodology.”  
JAC 34.1–2 (2014): 247–267. Print. [CourseWeb] 
 
Skim Bowdon and Scott, highlighting rhetorical terms. Come to class prepared to discuss at least two 
rhetorical terms you think are especially important when considering how to craft writing that serves 
the public interest and two terms that were more difficult for you to grasp. Note the various ways that 
Grabill defines rhetoric. How do Grabill’s descriptions of what rhetoric is and does differ from Bowdon 
and Scott’s definition of rhetoric? What is the relationship between these two interpretations of 
rhetoric? Come to class with your readings, notes, and some things to say. Also bring your laptop or 
tablet to class on Wednesday for an in-class research activity. 
 
Additional tasks to set up the class:  
 

1) Accept my invitation to contribute to our Wordpress blog. Explore the dashboard (behind the 
scenes) portion of the blog and get a sense of how to write and publish a post. 

 
2) Visit our blog and skim through the syllabus, course outline, assignment guidelines, and other 

materials—in other words, make sure this is a class you want to stay in and get a sense of what 
is coming your way in the next six weeks.  

 
3) Open a Twitter account for this class. Customize your Twitter page—choose profile and banner 

pictures, write a short description of yourself, etc.—and also begin customizing your Twitter 
feed. Find and follow me (@nthisltag), and start looking for entities related to our class theme 
to follow, too. If you don’t know how Twitter works (I didn’t before I began using it), google 
around. There are lots of helpful guides and tips out there.  

 
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13 |  Discuss Bowdon and Scott’s rhetorical terms and Grabill’s approach to 

rhetoric. What is rhetoric’s role in both the formation of publics and in 
writing that serves the public interest? Introduction of Project #1: the Issue 
Memo. Practice genre awareness with memo examples. Devote class time to 
keyword searches and preliminary research about issues of class and labor 
at the university.  

 
 



Homework & Readings: 
 
Kovalik, Daniel. “Death of an Adjunt.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 18 September 2013. Web. [Blog] 
 
Riederer, Rachel. “The Teaching Class.” Guernica: A Magazine of Art & Politics. 16 June 2014. Web. [Blog] 
 
Come to class on Monday prepared to discuss Kovalik and Riederer. What are some of the rhetorical 
devices (thinking back to Bowdon and Scott) that Kovalik and Riederer deploy, and what were your 
reactions to these pieces? How do Kovalik and Riederer craft their arguments? What kinds of questions 
do these pieces bring up for you? 
 
Group A (last names A–K): blog post of 500–750 words due by Sunday, 5/17, at midnight. 
Group B (last names L–W): comment (200 words) on two of your classmates’ posts by Monday at noon.  
 
Review the memo guidelines (on the blog) and read through the guidelines for memo format at the 
Purdue OWL. Draft your memo. It can be rough, it can be vague in certain places and have some lousy 
sentences, but you should aim for a minimum of 500 words and utilize the memo format. Bring your 
memo to class (electronic or hard copy is fine). 
 
Those that are up for workshop should send their memo draft as a Word doc to the entire class by 
midnight on Saturday, 5/16. To do this, go to CourseWeb —> Class Emails —> All Users. DO NOT 
“reply all” to an email that one of your fellow workshoppees has already sent—you will only end up 
sending your draft to me. 
 
Come to class on Monday having read all drafts. Be prepared to offer critiques for revision and ask 
questions about the assignment based on the work in front of you. 
 
 
WEEK 2 
 
MONDAY, MAY 18 |  Discuss Kovalik and Riederer, hierarchies of labor (and lack of transparency) 

in the university, and how this relates to the quality of education. Establish 
workshop parameters. Workshop memos, focusing on how to ask good questions 
that will sustain a larger research project. Follow up workshop with time spent 
on individual revision work.   

 
Homework: 
 
Complete your memo, giving yourself time to edit, proofread, and polish your work. Before turning in 
your memo, review the guidelines once more (to make sure you have done everything you need to do) 
and look at the rubric (by which I will be grading your memo). 
 
Memos + rubric are due as hard copies at the beginning of class on Wednesday. Late memos will 
receive a zero.  
 
Bring your laptop to class on Wednesday. 
 
Also by the beginning of class on Wednesday, shoot me an email with your Twitter handle.  
 



*WEDNESDAY,  MAY 20 |  Collect memos and rubrics at the beginning of class. Categorize research 
focuses into affinity groups. Introduce Project #2: the White Paper. Begin 
reading sample white paper in class; discuss genre and audience. Look at 
sample press release as compliment to white paper; do some white paper 
invention work by way of collaboratively drafting press releases for 
research focuses. 

 
Homework & Readings: 
 
Coalition on the Academic Workforce. “One Faculty Serving All Students.” February 2010. Web. [Blog] 
 
Kendzior, Sarah. “Zero Opportunity Employers.” Al Jazeera. 23 September 2013. Web. [Blog] 
 
Segran, Elizabeth. “The Adjunct Revolt: How Poor Professors are Fighting Back.” The Atlantic. 28 April 
2014. Web. [Blog] 
 
Finish reading “One Faculty Serving All Students” and consider what you might take from it to use as 
a model in your own white paper. Read Kendzior and Segran and be sure to also explore their 
hyperlinks in order to get a fuller picture of the contexts of their pieces.  
 
Group B: blog post of 500–750 words due by Tuesday, 5/26, at midnight. 
Group A: comments of 200 words on two of your classmates’ posts due by Wednesday, 5/27, at noon. 
 
At this point, you should be well on your way to accumulating tweets. As you draft your white paper 
for Wednesday, 5/27, you should take advantage of Twitter as a place to store things, tweeting links to 
research that you’re finding around the web. Bring one copy of your white paper draft to class on 
Wednesday. 
 
Those that are up for workshop on Wednesday should email their white paper drafts to the rest of the 
class (see instructions above) by midnight on Monday, 5/25. Come to class with copies of your 
classmates’ white papers and critiques towards revision for each of them. 
 
 
WEEK 3 
 
MONDAY,  MAY 25 |  University closed for Memorial Day: no class meeting. 
 
Homework & Readings: 
 
See above. 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 |  Discuss readings and blog posts. Where are we at in our research on class, 

labor, and university issues? Workshop white papers, focusing on passive 
voice, active verbs as a revision strategy, and conceptions of audience. 
Leave time post-workshop to revise white paper drafts in class. 

 
 
 
 



Homework: 
 
Finish your white paper. As with your memo, revisit the guidelines and look at the rubric before you 
finish—and be sure to leave time to read over your work, correcting for typos and grammatical issues. 
White papers are due via email as a doc, docx, or pdf by 6pm on Monday, June 1. You do not need to 
attach the rubric. 
 
 
WEEK 4 
 
*MONDAY,  JUNE 1  |  White papers due by email. Project #3: Infographics, introduced by guest 

instructor Daniel Libertz. 
 
Homework & Readings: 
 
Self-selected infographics from around the web. By the end of the day on Wednesday, 6/3, find an 
infographic from the web and post it to our blog. Your infographic does not need to visualize 
something about class and labor (kudos if it does, though!)—however, it should be an infographic that 
you admire for its design and content and feel would be a good model for your classmates as you draft 
your own. Say a few words about why you chose this infographic and what you’re seeing; neatly link us 
to your infographic by using Wordpress’s hyperlink function (available in the text editing pane) or by 
embedding an image of the graphic—do not link us to your infographic by way of a long URL. 
 
Williams, Jeffrey J. “The Pedagogy of Debt.” How to Be an Intellectual: Essays on Criticism, Culture, & the 
University. New York: Fordham University Press, 2014. 121–133. Print. [CourseWeb] 
 
—————. “Student Debt and the Spirit of Indenture.” How to Be an Intellectual: Essays on Criticism, 
Culture, & the University. New York: Fordham University Press, 2014. 134–142. Print. [CourseWeb] 
 
WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 3 |  Class cancelled: I will be out of town for the Rhetoric Society of America 

Summer Institute. 
 
Homework & Readings: 
 
Williams, Jeffrey J. “The Pedagogy of Debt.” How to Be an Intellectual: Essays on Criticism, Culture, & the 
University. New York: Fordham University Press, 2014. 121–133. Print. [CourseWeb] 
 
—————. “Student Debt and the Spirit of Indenture.” How to Be an Intellectual: Essays on Criticism, 
Culture, & the University. New York: Fordham University Press, 2014. 134–142. Print. [CourseWeb] 
 
As you read Williams, note his use of research, particularly statistical data, and consider how he works 
to illuminate the importance of this research for his readers. Although he hasn’t created an infographic 
here, he’s still working hard to help his readers visualize something. What—and how? Also consider 
how the problems Williams writes about connect to our previous readings on adjunct labor. What do 
issues of student debt highlight about issues of adjunct labor, and vice versa? 
 
Group A: blog post of 500–750 words due by Sunday, 6/7, at midnight. 
Group B: comments of 200 words on two of your classmates’ posts due by Monday, 6/8, at noon. 
 



Draft your infographic. See the project guidelines about creating your “draft object.” Those who are up 
for workshop should send us a scanned image of their draft objects by Sunday, 7/7, at noon. Come to 
class prepared to discuss your classmates’ drafts with suggestions towards revision, and also bring your 
own draft—we’ll spend some time looking at everyone’s draft objects later in the class. 
 
 
WEEK 5 
 
MONDAY,  JUNE 8 |  Discuss Williams. Workshop infographics, focusing on rhetorical design and 

navigation. Assemble draft gallery and view each other’s drafts. Spend some 
time discussing and organizing revision plans for draft objects. Introduce 
Project #4: the Audio Essay, and listen to some “writing for the ear” in class. 

 
Homework: 
 
Review the project guidelines and rubric, and finish your infographics. Remember that your final 
infographic should be a different object from your draft: you will hand in both at the beginning of class 
on Wednesday as hard copies with a hard copy of the rubric. (Digital infographics should, therefore, 
be printed out in color on an 8.5x11 sheet of paper or larger.) 
 
Begin getting to know the audio essay genre. Browse the archives of This American Life, RadioLab, State 
of the Re:Union, Serial, and others (see blog Resources) and listen to episodes at your leisure (hint: 
podcast episodes are great for listening to on your mobile device while you’re on the go). Also check 
out the resources I’ve included for this assignment on our blog. 
 
In preparation for our tutorial, download Audacity and bring your laptops and a pair of headphones 
to class on Wednesday. 
 
*WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 10 |  Infographics (draft object, final draft, & rubric) due at the beginning of 

class. Continue to discuss audio essay genre and the demands of “writing 
for the ear.” Following hands-on Audacity tutorial, spend some class time 
inventing and collecting for audio essay. 

 
Homework & Readings: 
 
Campos, Paul F. “The Real Reason College Tuition Costs So Much.” The New York Times Sunday Review. 
4 April 2015. Web. [Blog] 
 
Foster, Brooke Lea. “What Is it Like to Be Poor at an Ivy League School?” The Boston Globe. 9 April 
2015. Web. [Blog] 
 
Read Campos and Foster. Come to class with some responses to these pieces—to the working class 
experience described in Foster and the tuition crisis discussed by Campos. How do these pieces relate 
to your own experiences at Pitt? 
 
Group B: blog post of 500–750 words due by Sunday, 6/14, at midnight. 
Group A: comments of 200 words on two of your classmates’ posts due by Monday, 6/15, at noon. 
 



Begin composing for your audio essay. Record voices, select and download music and sound effects, 
draft and record your script—and come to class on Monday with the raw portions of your audio essay. 
We will devote a large portion of class time to assembling and editing. 
 
Bring your laptops and a pair of headphones to class on Monday. Be prepared to work on the 
assembly of your audio essay. 
 
 
WEEK 6 
 
MONDAY,  JUNE 15 |  Discuss Campos and Foster. Devote majority of class time to audio essay 

composition studio. 
 
Homework: 
 
Groups A & B: Write a final blog post of 500–750 words reflecting on the work we’ve done in this class, 
particularly in relation to the time we’ve invested in reading, researching, and writing about class and 
labor in the university. What has it meant for you to explore these issues? What does your personal 
research angle bring to the table? Do you think differently now about the university—and Pitt, 
specifically—as an institution and your own role in it? 
 
Post your blog post by Tuesday, 6/16, at midnight, and spend some time reading through your 
classmates’ reflections before class on Wednesday.  
 
Those of you that are up for workshop should submit your audio essays to our shared Google Drive 
subfolder (the one labeled workshop) no later than Tuesday at noon. Listen to your classmates’ audio 
essays and come to class prepared to critique and offer suggestions for revision. It’s a good idea to note 
the minutes/seconds of particular intervals that you would like to discuss so that we can find them 
easily in class. 
 
WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 17 |  Final class meeting. Reflect on work and investigations this term. 

Workshop audio essays. 
 
Homework: 
 
Review project guidelines and rubric, and finish your audio essay. Don’t forget to export your audio 
essay as an mp3 file when finished! If you fail to submit your audio essay as an mp3 file, you risk 
losing all 15 points on this final project. Audio essays are due in our shared Google Drive subfolder by 
midnight on Monday, June 22.  
 
 
WEEK 7 
 
*MONDAY,  JUNE 22 |  Audio essay due by midnight as an mp3 file in our shared Google Drive 

subfolder. This is also your last day to add to your Twitter notebook for class 
credit—although I encourage you to keep tweeting after class ends! 

 
WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 24 |  Final grades posted by midnight. 


